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he She Slovakian Customs posts are subordinated to the Commissariat of ¥inance 

(Poverenictvo financi - P"), Section W/U4. The customs posts of the Slovak- 

ian Soviet border are at Cierna pri Core (radliay) and at Sobrance (vod). 

Tha custons post at Sobrance is used only by diplonats crossing the sorder, 
and no ‘oods are taken across there. The post at Cicrna pri Cope is used fo> 
such deliveries, and the station there {the last one in Slovikia}) is conuseted 
with the Russian station at Mukacevo (Carpathian Ueral ne) by standard—seug 
and broad-reurre tracks. 


pe In ~st cases freirht beins transported from Czechorlovakia into the USSR is 
éxansshinped from Czech into Russian cars and the customs cxaminatlon is care 
ied out at the same time. The official accompanying the Czech poods hams 
shen over to the Soviet authorities in the station at Cierna pri Cops, the 
Soviet authorities boing frontier officials and ‘VD officials In civilien 
clothes. If the consienment is not in order when it ir hand2d over, it is 
inrediately sent back, Cortain foods are not transshipped in Ciernas the 
Ggech cars are taken to “ukacevo, ard the transs>ipnent is done by the Pus- 
asians and the enpty freient cars sent back to Cierna. The cars have throurit 
vaybills and Czech and Russian lea’ seals, and those are taken on bo Mukacevo 
without handinr ovar or check. In thic case Russian rersonnel take over the 
all cars at Cierna and brine back the epi ones; the Usech railwar personnel 
ays uot alloucd to eross the frontier, Jussian locototives are used. 


3, fhe roods arriving fron the U“SR are principally crain and cotton, wiich are 
i ansshipred in Ciera. ‘The custome clearance is very sinple: the quantity 
oniy is noted, wut no customs dues are paid. Goods inrorted from she USK 
aro gont on te their ultimate destination alrost without check. The trans- 
shipment is dene by various means, There are cranes, put the bulk of the 
work is done by hand, Grain is tranoferred from Russian into bzech cars oy 
means of a vocden ciute. There are briesdes of workers for this rarrose, imt 
she wanes are very ‘lou, beine only 16 kes per ton of grain. The goods are 
haken on both by rail and by motor transport. 
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ae fhe capacity of the Russian railwmy cars je 60 tons (sic), ‘The Crech rally 


authoritios have tied owt cars wiieh are adaptable for uss either on 
shandard saare or on broad-gauge tracks, bit these dia not preve practi-~ 
ea. beeanse though in theory the adjustment cana be carried ovt in tventy 
minaces, it takesin practice as much ag tuo hours. The device to hold 
ihe wheels at the sequired mauge is nob reliable, and the Russians are 
vary reluctart to sale svueh cars over 1% the frontior. 


Be the engineers ‘rom Russia arrive in a very exhavsted state. In Cierna vhe 
tansiaas have taken over several rooms for the men to sleep and for offices. 
iusaian officials constantly interfere in the Ggech railvay operations at 
tha marshalling vandis. Russian officers ond ND men drive the men whe are 
Aging tho undieading volentiessly. 
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